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‘Woe is the land where the king is a child…’ (Bower, cited p. 1) 

 

Scotland’s misfortune in the number of minor monarchs that rose to her throne has been 

commented on by contemporaries and modern historians alike. Some of the individuals who 

managed the country in the absence of an adult monarch during the sixteenth century have 

seen some revision of late, such as Marie de Guise and James Stewart, earl of Moray. 

However, our general understanding of the these periods of Scottish history – and more 

importantly of those who ruled on behalf of the monarch – have hitherto been heavily 

influenced by misconceptions from the voices of contemporaries that continue to filter, often 

almost unhindered, into the modern historiography of minority regimes in Scotland. While 

recognising and appreciating existing scholarship, Blakeway’s excellent reassessment of 

sixteenth-century regency rooted in extensive primary research engages with the concepts, 

functions and realities of Scottish regency as an office to challenge numerous formerly 

accepted conclusions. 

 

The study addressed eight ‘regents’: Margaret Tudor (1513-1514);, John Stewart, duke of 

Albany (1515-1524);,  James Hamilton, second earl of Arran (1543-1554);, Marie de Guise 

(1554-1560); James Stewart, earl of Moray (1567-1570);, Matthew Lennox, earl of Lennox 

(1570-1571);, John Erskine, earl of Mar (1571-1572);, and James Douglas, earl of Morton 

(1572-1578). Rather than biographies of these individuals, Blakeway’s study of regency is 

arranged into six thematic chapters allowing for a more comprehensive exploration of the 



office of regency over time. During this process there are reassessments of individual regents, 

particularly the earl of Arran (later duke of Châtelherault), which make welcome additions to 

scholarship, but these are bi-products of the core aims. Firstly, Blakeway offers a new model 

of regency that reflects the shifting contemporary understanding of regency across the 

sixteenth century (from a position predominantly determined by hereditary right to one 

determined far more by ‘election’). Secondly, she convincingly argues, contrary to the 

existing historiography, that there was a far higher degree of continuity between minority and 

majority rule. 

 

By considering monarchical determination, hereditary right, election, and regency by council 

in the Scottish context, the first chapter lays the groundwork by tracking the developments in 

the contemporary understandings surrounding the selection of regents in Scotland. This is 

then built upon through chapter two which explores the physical manifestations of these 

concepts by looking at inauguration and election, taking of counsel, demission and 

depositions, and monarchical acts of revocation. The subsequent chapters then take four core 

areas of governance (that is finance, household, justice, and diplomacy) through which the 

emphasis upon legitimising authority rises prominently to the surface.  

 

The thoroughgoing investigations into the financial records (a vastly underappreciated 

collection in many respects) in chapter three peaked personal interest and offers strong 

challenges to previously formed assumptions regarding the abilities in mastering and/or 

abuses of crown finances often levelled at Scottish regents. It also confirms the embezzling of 

funds by Morton, but in the context of the study more broadly suggests that the shifts in 

contemporary understanding of the office may have influenced his actions. Blakeway’s 

mining of financial sources, amongst others, also furnishes chapter four with its convincing 



arguments for a continuation of court culture during regencies, particularly those of Albany 

and Arran, even if on an increasingly pared back scale. Chapters five and six demonstrate 

perhaps some of the most obvious differences between adult monarchs and regents when 

considering the maintenance of justice and the limitations faced by regents in the conducting 

of diplomacy. Yet, these differences should not be overstated as traditional methods were 

adopted, even undertaken to a greater degree, by regents to enforce the legitimacy of their 

position.  

 

Blakeway’s extensive research is showcased not only in the text but in sixteen tables and five 

figures (in the form of graphs), all with well-defined parameters explained either in situ or 

through four appendices (except for one graph which is missing information from the key, 

Fig 3, p. 115). It is a shame, however, that the text is not accompanied by illustrations, 

particularly for chapter four where the discussion of image and self-promotion on coinage, 

for example, would have been enhanced by illustrative examples beyond that on the front 

cover. There is some well-trodden ground covered here, most notably in chapter six on 

diplomacy; nevertheless, this is always identified as such and Blakeway revisits only to add 

to our understanding in a beneficial manner. 

 

Considering the fact that Scotland spent near half of the sixteenth century without an adult 

monarch, this study provides an essential milestone. It will prove an invaluable tool to 

students of the era and an essential addition to the bookshelves of academics, as well as 

opening avenues to further exploration of these individuals and their office. The division of 

topics and comprehensive reproduction of hard data makes the study accessible for dipping in 

and out of, as well as it being a genuinely good read when taken from cover to cover: a 

triumph to be genuinely aspired to. 
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